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[Good morning, Aya.]
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Reflection of JFY Study Tour

Aya Teresa Ocampos
"Good morning, Aya."

We went to a study tour to the Philippines and had the
best Christmas there. One of many things that | learned
was the variety of ways of saying hello. So language was
not a barrier for me and the rest of the participants. There
was laughter among us all the time and built a friendship
that we will cherish for a life time.

| was born in Manila and brought up in Japan and
although | have been there, | havenit had a chance to see
the nature in the Philippines. When | saw the mangrove in
Puerto Galera, | felt the greatness of nature. The
beaches there were the most beautiful ones that l11ive seen
before. Those treasures should be preserved and 11d like
to be a part of it. In Baguio, when we interacted with the
local children, | realized the big role of JFYs, including
myself.

It was so great to see the beautiful places in the
Philippines, and experience the ways and values in life,
and the hospitality of the Filipinos, especially the JFCs.
Now, | am proud of myself to be part of them, to say out
loud that "I am Filipino."

| was lucky to have been able to join the trip and would
like to thank everyone who gave me this opportunity. In
the future, | would like to work for the good of the

Philippines.
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Report of JFY Study Tour to the Philippines
Yurika Tsuda

Purpose of Study Tour

Last year from December 21st to 31st, the JFY (Japanese-
Filipino Youth based in Japan) and the JFC (Japanese-
Filipino Children based in the; Philippines) went on a joint
study tour to Mindoro and Baguio. There were 7 JFY
members and 6 JFC members, plus 4 chaperones and an
observer. The purpose of this tour was for the youth of above
high school level to learn "the other culture" of their parent(s)
by interacting with one another. Also, a common mission for
JFY and JFC was to learn about the environment and
volunteerism.

The JFY members included some who are citizens of or
were born in the Philippines or Japan. Some have travelled
several times to the Philippines. What they had in common is
that they were brought up and are currently living in Japan,
While
Japanese is their common language, some JFYs could also

and either have one or both Filipino parent(s).

understand and speak and Tagalog (or Visaya). |, myself can
only speak basic conversation of Tagalog so | was in charge
mainly with English-dapanese translation. Thus, there were
several times when those bilingual youth helped me in

communicating with everyone!

Our counterpart was the Batis-YOGHI youth group in the
Philippines.
Philippines, have Japanese names but most of them have
never been to Japan or met their family in Japan. Also, many
are living with their mothers and relatives in the Philippines.
The JFCs were all full of enthusiasm to learn about the
language and culture of Japan, by joining some activities in
the youth group and sometimes studying by themselves. |
believe that JFYs and JFCs are the hope of the future to
become a bridge between the Japanese and Filipino cultures.
| share here beautiful pictures that show the wonderful
experiences we had during this 10-day trip.

They were all born and brought up in the

First Meeting in Manila and Puerto Galera

In the early morning of Dec. 21st, JFYs said good-bye to
their families who sent them off came to Narita airport.
Carrying their hopes and worries in their hearts, the JFYs
safely arrived in the Philippines after more than 4 hours flight.
We went to Makati and stayed at the Assumption College
dormitory. There, the JFYs and JFCs met for the first time and
we had a late lunch, where we gave our self-introductions.
Then in small groups, we went to a nearby shopping mall,
although there they were still shy with each other, as can be
shown in their faces,as the JFYs still being new to a place,
and the JFCs spoke to them in a different language.
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The next day, we drove to Batangas port and headed to
Puerto Galera on a small ferry. It is located in Mindoro, an
island where there is diversity of living things and nature
preserved just as it is. Many marine biologists and divers
from all over the world visit this island. It is also a resort area
because of its beautiful beaches where one could swim, sun
bathe, snorkel, and hike in the mangrove forest.

The JFYs and JFCs played sumo and a Filipino game
(patintero) in the sand, and had a karaoke party in the
jeepney along the way to the beaches. Also, we experienced
simbang gabi (midnight mass) in the Christmas Eve and had
a party all night long. In the party, we ate a big treat with
some fun activities like exchange gifts, games, and
presentation of a play, song, and dance. The highlight was
the performance of an original bilingual play, which JFYs and
JFCs were mixed in two groups, and made a play in Tagalog
and Japanese. It was challenging because JFYs spoke a line
in Tagalog while the JFCs spoke a line in Japanese. Thanks
to the open atmosphere of the great nature, the youth seem
to become more and more open-minded. Also, because of
humor which became our universal language, they were able
to overcome the language barrier and finally became one.

There were such funny members! Christmas Camp in Baguio

After JFYs each experienced a home stay JFC families, we
then moved to Baguio, the mountainous region in the
Philippines. It took us 7 to 8 hours by a bus. We stayed in a
retreat house where the sisters stayed. There we had a day
and a morning of Christmas camp with the Igorot (native)
children of about 50. It was a first time to include such
volunteer work in this kind of study tour. In the camp, we
taught them many exercises and games, and how to do
origami and draw an anime character. It was not just a
precious experience for us, but also gained many lessons
from the children. When [ introduced them about the modern
Japan, one of the children asked a question: "Why did Japan
conquer the Philippines?" It was surely a striking moment.
Also, when we handed prizes to children, we saw how bright
the faces were and how much they are grateful to anything
given to them.

The first half of our trip was almost like a "vacation", and the
latter half was a "volunteer work". It needed some sense of
leadership and the youth could catch some meaning of doing
social work. Actually, there were difficult times of facilitating
and playing with children at the same time.

| hope to make use of our 10-day experiences in the
Philippines for this coming JFY Summer Camp. | hope that
our members could learn more about the language and the
culture of Philippines and Japan. In addition, | hope that they
become more and more involved in our community as the
new junior leaders.

Last but not least, we would like to thank the members of the
JFY, Kasai Catholic Church, Batis-YOGHI, AMA, our
sponsors, and most of all, Sister Remy.





