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WHISPERING HEART

Leaving the shore of my native land was
not easy for me. Honestly, | felt the tug-of-
war between my physical emotion and the
mystery of my vocation. But though | am in
the midst of my personal decision, wise
enough | embrace the mystery of His call.

| know some of you if not all are
interested to know the mystery behind my
priestly vocation. (Vocation comes from the
Latin word vocare which means calling.)
This might be unusual words for some, but
for those who search for a vivid
explanation.? The books of Isaiah 43: 1 and
Proverbs 12:14 onwards might help you to
gratify your curiosity.

As a religious priest for seven months now, tried to join and finally sail on the boat of
Jesus with the passion to stay and help to evangelize the shore of Japan. | fully aware and
understand that riding on the boat of Jesus carrying the words of Christ is not easy. It
entails a lot of challenges and patience, challenges that would touch my physical,
psychological, emotional and spiritual as a human person. That' s why | always ask the
Holy Spirit to be on the rescue, most especially if | am on the edge of troubles of losing the
direction of my promise, as a religious priest in the shore of Japan.

Leaving the place which | called home for 35 years requires effort and adjustment on my
part. | say effort, because | need to learn the language. And, | call it adjustment, because
of the culture and tradition, without counting the pressure lying on my shoulders as a
priest.

Yes, deep inside me, | felt sad; but, because of the warm and welcoming hand of my new
community here in Japan, that sad feeling turned into an experience of happiness. This
happiness that | experience now helps me a lot to resolve the effort and adjustment of my
homelessness” (Genesis 22: 8).

3

Honestly, | am not well-versed when it comes to the scriptures. But, undoubtedly,
homelessness’ is a natural expression of an individual uprooted to the ground of his
comfort zone. | guess, every human person feels that way. However, with my new
experience here in Japan, that ‘homelessness’ in my heart is overcome by the? smile and
comfort of my Augustinian confreres here in Japan, without mentioning the generosity of
the whole vicariate and the community here in Tokyo.

While writing this article, | am in the limbo of joy that fills up the hole of my wholeness. |
am not saying these words because | am standing in the land of the rising sun at present. |
am saying these, because | believe without doubt that in the Augustinian family, no one is
stranger to one another. (From the book of the Confession of Saint Augustine chapter X)

True enough, it is my first time to meet them, but because of the Rule of our Holy father
Saint Augustine, we live harmoniusly in the spirit of 'Anima una et cor unum ad Deum' one
mind and one heart on the way to God.(Rule of Saint Augustine) arigato gozaimas.

Charlie Pomuceno, O.S.A.
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